UNI TED STATES ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY
REG ON 5

DATE: Septenber 15, 2000

SUBJECT: Reports of Significant Devel opnments and Activities
Endi ng on Septenber 8, 2000

FROM WIlliam E. Mino, Director
Superfund Di vi sion

TO  Francis X. Lyons
Regi onal Adm ni strat or

David A. Ulrich
Deputy Regi onal Adm ni strator

The activities |isted bel ow are organi zed by site-specific
activities, other significant devel opnments, international
activities, and training/conferences:

SI TE- SPECI FI C ACTI VI TI ES

Ongoi ng Response, Nicor Residential Mrcury Rel eases., Chicago
Metro Area, Illinois

Ni cor Gas (Nicor) continues to screen potentially contam nated
homes within their service area and is perform ng
decont am nation of those honmes found to be contam nat ed.

Ni cor intends to screen homes within their service area that
have, or have had over the course of several decades, a
mercury gas regulator within the honme. To date, of about

1, 700 screened hones, 75 require decontam nation.

Approxi mately 27 homes have been decontam nated and approved
by the Agency for Toxic Substances and Di sease Registry
(ATSDR) and the United States Environnmental Protection Agency
(U.S. EPA) for re-occupancy. U S. EPA continues to nonitor
residential cleanup activities.

U.S. EPA, the Illinois Environnmental Protection Agency
(I'l'l'inois EPA), and State of Illinois, Ofice of the Attorney
General, required Nicor to investigate N cor service centers
where regul ators were taken after renoval from residences and
scrap yards where the regulators were taken after processing.
On Septenber 2, 2000, U.S. EPA and Illinois EPA began joint
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i nspections, and have found that four scrap yards and seven
Ni cor service centers require cleanup. On Septenmber 5, 2000,
Il'linois State and County prosecutors filed a five count
awsuit in Cook County Circuit Court against N cor and two
subcontractors to conpel Nicor to develop a cleanup plan and
performa tinely and effective cleanup of those residential,
commercial, and industrial settings found to be contam nated
with mercury. On Septenmber 6, 2000, U.S. EPA issued a

Conmpr ehensi ve Environnmental Response, Conpensation, and
Liability Act Unilateral Adm nistrative Order to Nicor for the
i mmedi ate cl eanup of all scrap yards, Nicor service centers,
and any other industrial facilities found to be contam nat ed.

Contacts: Brad Stinmple (312-886-0406)
Loui se Fabi nski (312-886-7476)
Thomas Krueger (312-886-0562)

PRP_Renpval Action Conpleted., Ohio Drum Site, Cleveland, Ohio

On Septenber 7, 2000, the potential responsible party (PRP)
group conpleted the renmoval of polychlorinated bi phenyl (PCB)
contam nation fromthe swanp property. This was the third
time in 2 years they had to return to the site to continue the
renmpval action. It is estimated that this |ast phase renpved
approxi mately 600 cubic yards of PCB-contam nated materi al

The industrial portion of this site was conpleted | ast year as
a fund-lead site.

Contact: Joe Fredle (440-250-1740)

Energency Response (Mercury Spill), Lapeer County Health
Departnment., Lapeer, M chigan

On August 28, 2000, On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) Mchell e Jaster
responded to a request for assistance at the Lapeer County
Heal th Departnent in Lapeer, Mchigan. A blood pressure gauge
in an examroom at the County Health Clinic had rel eased

el emental nmercury to the floor. The exact cause of the spil
was never determ ned. Lapeer County personnel had attenpted a
cl eanup, but had called the M chigan Departnment of Conmunity
Health (MDCH) when their efforts did not address the problem
fully. MNMDCH referred the County to U.S. EPA for assistance.

U.S. EPA and the Superfund Technical Assistance & Response
Team ( START) contractors determ ned through air nonitoring
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that only the examroom was inpacted by the spill; oversaw the
decontam nation activities undertaken by the County's spil
response contractor; continued to provide real-tinme air

nmoni tori ng services throughout the decontam nation; screened
an outdoor area that had been potentially inpacted by the
County's decontam nation efforts and verified that there were
no mercury | evels above background in the soils; and, arranged
for air sanples to be collected and anal yzed for nercury vapor
after decontam nation activities were conplete. The sanples
were anal yzed by the Environmental Response Team (ERT), and on
August 31, 2000, were found to be less than the cl eanup
criteria. The County resuned normal full-scale operations at
the facility on Septenmber 1, 2000.

Contact: Mchelle Jaster (734-692-7683)

Fi ve- Year Revi ew Report Conpl et ed., Wausau Gr oundwat er
Cont am nati on Superfund Site, Wausau, W sconsin

A five-year review report was conpleted and signed in July
2000 for the Wausau G oundwat er Contam nation Superfund site
in Wausau, W sconsin. The report was based on a site

i nspection which was conpl eted during June, and confirmed that
the remedy remains protective of both human health and the
envi ronnent .

The Wausau site renmedial action is being inplenmented under
1988 and 1989 Record of Decisions, and two correspondi ng
potentially responsible party | ead consent decrees. A
groundwat er punp & treatnent systemcurrently operates at an
average rate of about 800 gallons per mnute, and two city
muni ci pal wells receive air stripping treatment. A soil vapor
extraction system operates at an identified source area at the
site.

Contact: Jeff Gore (312-886-6552)

Community I nvolvenent Efforts (Vermculite), Western M nerals
Products Plant, M nneapolis., M nnesota

On Septenber 11, 2000, four Community Invol venent Coordinators
(CIC) traveled to M nneapolis, Mnnesota, to conduct conmmunity
interviews and di scuss access agreenents with residents around
the Western Mnerals Products Plant on 17 and Madi son Streets
where verm culite insulation was produced. The Western
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M neral s Conpany piled vermculite rock on their property and
offered the free rock to anyone who wanted to use it,
resulting in contam nation of residential yards.

To gain access for sanpling and cl eanup, there will |ater be
four teanms covering 150 hones over a three to four day period.
Each teamwi ||l consist of a CIC (Stuart HilIl, Cheryl Allen,

Jenni fer Osterneier, and Leo Rosal es) and a technical person
(Mark Johnson, and a contractor). Representatives fromthe
M nnesota Pol lution Control Agency (MPCA) and the County
Heal th Departrment will be part of the teanms. Health related
issues will be referred to Agency for Toxic Substances and
Di sease Registry (ATSDR). Len Zentak (On-Scene Coordi nator)
and Stuart Hill (CIC) are the key people for this cleanup.

The nunber of hones to be addressed may ultimately increase
because there are two additional facilities in the area that
have al so distributed vermculite.

Contacts: Len Zentak (312-886-4246)
Stuart Hill (312-886-0689)

Phase 1 Field Investigation Conpleted, Rockwell |International
Corp. (Allegan Plant) Superfund Site, Allegan., M chigan

During the week of Septenber 11, 2000, the Phase 1 field

i nvestigation was conpleted at the Rockwell International

Corp. (Allegan Plant) Superfund site. Tetra-Tech, U S. EPA's
contractor, is conducting the investigation to collect the
addi ti onal data needed to conplete the potentially responsible
party's renmedi al investigation and feasibility study. During
Phase 1 approximately 15 surface water and 30 sedi nent sanples
were collected fromthe Kal amazoo River and fornmer wastewater
treat ment ponds, 6 sem perneabl e menbrane devices were
install ed al ong the Kal amazoo riverbank near former outfalls
and potential groundwater discharge areas, 75 screening soil
sanpl es were collected and anal yzed for pol ychlorinated

bi phenyl s (PCBs) and pol ynucl ear aromati c hydrocarbons (PAHs)
at an onsite nobile | aboratory, 45 soil sanples were collected
and sent to an off-site |aboratory for full analysis, 30
screeni ng groundwat er sanples were collected fromtenporary
wel | points and anal yzed for PCBs, PAHs, nercury, and 22
shal l ow, internedi ate and deep groundwater nonitoring wells
were install ed.



The investigation included soil and groundwater sanpling
beneath an ol d manufacturing building and confirmed

contam nation along a suspected outfall froma fornmer oi

fl oatati on house to the Kal amazoo River. The Phase 2 field
work will begin in October and will include groundwater
sanpling, slug tests, and possibly an aquifer punp test.

Contact: Karen Cibul skis (312-886-1843)

Facility Tour, Cenex Harvest States Cooperative (Honeynead),
Mankat o, M nnesota

On August 30, 2000, On-Scene Coordi nator Karen Vendl and

O fice of Regional Counsel Attorney Peter Felitti toured the
Cenex Harvest States Cooperative (formerly known as Honeynead
Products Conpany) in Mankato, M nnesota. This facility is a
soybean processing plant and vegetable oil refinery that had a

di scharge of soybean oil into the Blue Earth River in 1997.
Because this facility stores nore than a mllion gallons of
oil, it is subject to the Facility Response Plan requirenents

of the Ol Pollution Act of 1990. The tour occurred as part
of U S. EPA's response to the conpany's failure to submt an
approvabl e Facility Response Pl an.

Contact: Karen Vendl (312-886-7194)

OTHER SI GNI FI CANT DEVELOPMENTS

Enmer gency Pl anni ng and Conmmuni ty Ri ght-to-Know Act Conpli ance
| nspections (Sector Initiative), develand, Ghio

On Septenber 6-7, 2000, George Rancich and WIIliam Sandstrom
O fice of Chem cal Enmergency Preparedness and Prevention
(OCEPP), conducted three Emergency Pl anni ng and Conmunity

Ri ght -t o- Know Act (EPCRA) Conpliance Inspections in Chio. The
facilities inspected were anong those which had not responded
to a conpliance assistance mailing made by U S. EPA on behal f
of the Ohio State Energency Response Commi ssion. These

mai lings were part of a joint six State/U.S. EPA Sector
Initiative involving Standard Industrial Classifications (SIC)
Codes 3471 (plating and polishing) and 3479 (netal coating and
col oring).

The facilities inspected were Phoeni x Industrial Finishing,



PRO. TEC, Inc., and Aeroplating, Inc., all in Cleveland, Onio.
A menber of the OChio Environnental Protection Agency Right-to-
Know Of fi ce acconpani ed the OCEPP inspectors and partici pated
in the inspections. The results of the inspections wll be
docunmented in reports to the appropri ate OCEPP enforcenment
personnel for review and foll owup action, as needed.

Contacts: George Rancich (312-886-6148)
Bill Sandstrom (312-886-6028)
| NTERNATI ONAL ACTI VI TI ES

Briefing (Dioxin), Governnent of Hong Kong O ficials, Chicaqo,
II1inois

On Septenber 12, 2000, Anthony Hol oska of the Field Services
Section (FSS) briefed Lily Yam Secretary for the Environnent
and Food, and Annie Choi, Principal Assistant Secretary for

t he Environnment and Food, in the U S. EPA Region 5 offices in
Chi cago, Illinois, at the request of the Region 5 Ofice of

I nternational Affairs. |In particular, M. Yam and Ms. Choi
wanted to know about the U S. EPA' s history of cleaning up
dioxin sites. They indicated that dioxin concerns in Hong
Kong are very strong and have an adverse effect on the
construction of an incinerator. M. Hol oska provided them
with a historical overview of dioxin and al so a technical
overview on how it can be removed fromthe environnment or
destructed in a special incinerator. M Anmy Micha of the

O fice of Strategic Environnmental Analysis was able to provide
themw th toxicological information fromthe Di oxin 2000
conference

that she recently attended.

Contact: Anthony Hol oska (312-886-7503)

TRAI NI NG CONFERENCES

Meeti ng and Responding to Spills Training, Quad Cities Sub-
Area Pl anning, Bettendorf., |owa

On Septenber 7, 2000, the Quad Cities Sub-Area Pl anni ng
Comm ttee sponsored the Responding to Spills on the
M ssi ssippi River Training course in Bettendorf, |owa.
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Mat eri al was presented by the Upper M ssissippi River Basin
Associ ation, U S. EPA Region 5, U.S. EPA Region 7, Davenport
Fire Departnent, Bettendorf Fire Departnent, U S. Fish and
Wldlife Service, U S. Coast Guard, and the |owa Departnent of
Nat ur al Resources.

The training focused on providing attendees information on the
exi sting plans for the Quad Cities area, sources of possible
spill releases on the M ssissippi River, and resources and
techni ques for a spill response on the M ssissippi River. On-
Scene Coordi nator (OSC) Steve Faryan provided a presentation
on response tactics, such as using the | ock and dam systens or
barges for containing a spill of oil in the M ssissippi River.
Ann Whel an, O Pollution Act (OPA) Planner for U S. EPA,
provided information on the inland waterway response atl as
devel oped for the M ssissippi River Pools 10-15. Over seventy
representatives fromlocal, State, and Federal agencies and

i ndustry attended the training.

Contacts: Barbi Lee (312-886-5296)
Ann Whel an (312-886-7258)
St eve Faryan (312-886-9351)



Meeting, Reqgional Tribal Operation Committee, Oneida |Indian
Reservati on., Green Bay, W sconsin

On Septenber 6, 2000, denn Cekus, O fice of Chem cal

Emer gency Preparedness and Prevention, attended the Regi onal
Tri bal Operation Commttee quarterly neeting as the Superfund
Di vi sion representative. A nunber of agenda topics dealing
with sovereignty, funding of tribal environnmental prograns,
and new initiatives were covered. The upcom ng selection of a
director of the Region 5 Indian Environnmental O fice (I EO and
subsequent reorgani zation of the I EQ, potential issuance of

i nspector credentials to tribal nmenbers, the Persistent
Organic Pollutants (POPs) treaty regulating twelve persistent
chem cal s, and an update on Federal Core Water Quality

St andards, were sone of the nore prom nent itens covered. A
di scussi on regardi ng boundary determ nation for Clean Air Act
Amendnment ozone | evel non-attainnent areas reveal ed that three
of the thirty-four Reservations located in Region 5 may lie
wholly or partly within these zones.

Contact: @ enn Cekus (312-353-6449)

cc: Steve Herman (OECA)
Barry Breen (OECA)
Tim Fi el ds ( OSVER)
Steve Luftig (OSVER)
Larry Reed (OERR)
Larry Zaragoza (OSVER)
Region 5 State Superfund Coordinators
Division/Office Directors
ORA State Coordinators
Regi onal Team Managers



